Climate Justice: Ethics, Energy, and Public Policy

Study Guide
Chapter 4, International Climate Policy
Possible discussion questions:

1. This chapter uses the four ecojustice norms and the climate policy guidelines introduced in chapter one to conduct an ethical assessment of international climate policy proposals. The chapter begins by reviewing global anthropogenic greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions data from 1970-2004. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change: a) What was the percentage increase in global GHG emissions during this period of time, b) what is the rate of growth, and c) which gas is primarily responsible for the increase in GHG emissions?

2. What is the relationship between the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) and the Kyoto Protocol?

3. What is a “cap-and-trade” system and how is it employed in the Kyoto Protocol?

4. Much of this chapter focuses on three key areas that will be central to any post-Kyoto agreement: 1) Emission mitigation targets and related national obligations; 2) Financing for mitigation, adaptation, and technology transfer; and 3) Expanded emission allowance trading and the integrity of GHG offsets. How does the author utilize the ecojustice norms and climate policy guidelines to assess each of these areas?

5. The author claims that “[o]ne of the reasons it has been hard to reach agreement on a post-Kyoto climate treaty is because it is not only a political and economic issue, it is also an ethical issue about what climate justice requires.” (pg. 127) Why? How are ethical principles and moral theories in conflict?

6. How would you summarize the Greenhouse Development Rights Framework and do you think it is a constructive contribution to debates about climate justice? 
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